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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR ENERGY - HOUSTON POWER AND LIGHT CONTRACT 
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t FONMIN SILVEIRA’S ASSISTANT FOR ECONOMIC (INCLUDING NUCLEAR) 
AFFAIRS, COUNSELOR LUIZ LAMPREIA, CONFIRMED TO EMBOFFS ON 
OCT. 23 THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF ANY GOB DECISION ON 
WHETHER FURNAS WOULD SEEK ASSIGNMENT OF THE HOUSTON POWER 
AND LIGHT (HPL) CONTRACT FOR ENRICHED URANIUM. LAMPREIA 
THOUGHT THAT PROFESSOR BARBALHO SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
MINISTRY OF MINES AND ENERGY, STILL HAD THE MATTER UNDER 
CONSIDERATION. LAMPREIA NOTED THAT MINES AND ENERGY 
MINISTER UEKI HAD DISCUSSED THE QUESTION WITH PRESIDENT 
GEISEL AND HAD SHOWN HIM OUR AIDE-MEMOIRE. EMBOFF NOTED 
THAT NOGUEIRA BATISTA HAD ALREADY INDICATED THAT FURNAS WOULD 
NOT PURSUE THE HPL CONTRACT. LAMPREIA STRESSED THAT UEKI 
HAD DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY ON THIS ISSUE, AND THAT 
NUCLEBRAS PRESIDENT NOGUEIRA BATISTA DID NOT SPEAK FOR 
FURNAS (CNEN PRESIDENT HERVASION CARVALHO HAS MADE THIS 
SAME POINT TO THE SCIOFF, REFLECTED IN REFTEL). 
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2. LAMPREIA, WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM SEVERAL WEEKS 
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AT THE UNGA IN NEW YORK, SAID HE WOULD GET IN CONTACT WITH PROFESSOR 
BARBALHO TO CLARIFY THE STATUS OF THE MATTER, AND HE 
WOULD CONTACT US BY THE END OF THE WEEK. 

JOHNSON 
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